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The French 7th Army immediately withdrew its advanced forces to
the neighbourhood of Antwerp, always a position of vital importance ;
and at the same time took steps to restore the situation in the Ardennes,
several divisions of this Army being despatched south to the support of
General Corap and the 9th French Army. This involved a movement
across the rear and communication}; of the BJl'F,, but owing to effi-
cient traffic control, was accomplished without delaying our move-
ments or the ordered development of Plan D.

The refugee problem was now becoming acute, and further com-
plicated because, despite Lord GoiTs requests, the Belgian authorities
had done nothing to restrict the use of private motor-curs or the sale
of petrol.

CHAPTER IV

DISASTER ON THE RIGHT
r

Back from the Dyle

BEFORE THE END of the first week's lighting !( had become
obvious that Plan D could not possibly be carried out further,
The situation had deteriorated too completely.

In the north, Holland was in German hands, while to the south, the
French 9th Army appeared to be in danger of disintegrating altogether;
which meant that Arras and pur right flank were already threatened*
How badly was not yet realised, though the grimmest of realisation
was soon to come.

There had so far been no serious attack upon the Belgian positions
upon our left, nor upon ourselves, except for a temporary penetration
of our forward positions to the south-west of Louvnin, which had
speedily been made good. But the French 1st Army upon our imme*
- diarte right ware in severe trouble, and ha j lost ground which they
wre not likely to regain, despite the aid supplied by oumlves both on
the ground and in the air.